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These cool days of autumn remind us that summer vacation is
definitely over, and it is time to buckle down. Students are
diligently studying; seniors are applying to colleges; the faculty
are already giving tests; and of course the PSFA is already off
and running. Come run with us!
It was wonderful to see so many parents at our first PSFA
meeting and Back to School Night last month. Many thanks to
our Hospitality Chairs Dania Bruneau, Sorca Gill, and Lang
Holtz for organizing welcoming refreshments for both events.
The annual Beach Bonfire hit new attendance records as 350
CHS folks came to Belmar for s’mores and a huge bonfire
under a gorgeous Harvest Moon. Students played guitars while
parents got to meet each other or catch up with old friends. We
are grateful to Jocelyn and Bob Graney for pulling this all
together and creating such a magical evening for all of us.
Thanks also to the many parents who generously donated treats
or funds for this fun night.

Our essential PSFA Directory was distributed to all members at Back to School Night. Please let us know at
CHS.PSFA@gmail.com if you didn’t get yours yet. We will also be emailing an addendum so your Directory can
be as complete as is humanly possible, so keep an eye out for it. If you haven’t joined the PSFA yet, you can
easily
do so at our
at CHS-PSFA.org . Major kudos to Membership Chairs Jessica Evans and Tina
Submissions
arewebsite
welcome.
Cavazzoni for the terrific Directory.
Did you get your text reminders with our new Remind Me system? We did, and thankfully remembered to send
in payment on Picture Day. It’s so easy to join the system, just text @chspsfa to 81010. Our many thanks to
Caren MacConnell for creating this for us. The PSFA-sponsored SAT Prep Boot Camp was last month, and the
ACT Boot Camp will be on October 15 & 16. Chair Dania Bruneau has made sure our kids are now all set for
these onerous standardized tests.
All these fabulous programs enrich our beloved CHS, but require financial resources. Please help us keep the ball
rolling by supporting the PSFA in 2 ways this October – by registering for our entertaining Wine & Design
painting fundraiser on November 4th at Pinot’s Palette in Red Bank, and by donating either your time or
financially to our Annual Donation Campaign. We need you!
Our PSFA meetings are the first Thursday of every month, so we hope to see you again on October 6th at 7:30pm.
Join us if you can, and if not, we’ll be posting the Minutes on our website now so you can see what you missed.
See you around CHS!
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Wine & Design
(see flyer in Communique!)
Come join us for the PSFA Wine & Design painting fundraiser on November 4th from
7:00 – 10:00pm at Pinot’s Palette on Broad Street in Red Bank. We will learn how to paint a gorgeous shore
picture while enjoying wine, appetizers, and dessert. It’s the perfect fun way to meet other CHS parents, and
bring your friends too! We’ll socialize and warm up our artistic talent for a half hour before the 2-hour painting
lesson starts. No talent needed; Pinot’s caters to beginners. You’ll bring your masterpiece home with you that
evening to dazzle your family. Please bring a bottle of wine, appetizer, and/or dessert to make
the evening extra-special; everything else is included. Any questions can be emailed
toCHS.PSFA@gmail.com.
Seating is very limited due to the studio size, so please register now ($40/person) by simply
clicking on this link https://www.pinotspalette.com/redbank/event/121455 to get to our event
page and buy a ticket. Thanks, and see you there!

The CHS Bonfire with the beautiful Harvest Moon!
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Parent Student Faculty Association

1740 New Bedford Road, Wall, NJ 07719-3740
CHS.PSFA.org
Dear CHS Families,
Welcome back to our beloved Communications High School for another year of academic excellence, creative
learning, and wonderful people. We are delighted you have joined the PSFA and look forward to a great year
together. CHS is a truly outstanding school, ranked the 27th Best High School in the nation by Newsweek.
Clearly our children are getting a superb education, and we are all so proud to be a part of it.
Our goal is to enrich the CHS experience for all students, faculty, and parents. To achieve this, the PSFA
works hard every year to contribute:
Provides Day Planners to every student on the first day of school
The all-school Beach Bonfire in the fall to welcome students and families
PSFA College Scholarships
All-school student assemblies
Driver’s Ed Courses
A printed PSFA Directory distributed in September, listing all members and faculty
SAT & ACT review programs through Catalyst Prep Weekend Boot Camps
Financial grant support for faculty, student clubs, and competition teams
The Color Wars all-school BBQ in the spring
Parent Social Activities, such as the fall Wine & Design, winter Gift Auction Dinner, and spring Mini-Golf
Busing for class trips for all grades
Bagel Breakfasts for every student before all midterms and final exams
Parent Mentoring for incoming freshmen parents
Teacher Appreciation Week in the spring
Text Reminders for CHS and PSFA events
Hospitality food for Career Day, MCVSD District meetings & Information Sessions, and all PSFA meetings
Graduation caps & gowns for all graduating students
Alumni networking
To provide the funds for these many benefits, the PSFA is conducting its Annual Fund Campaign now. Please
help us! We suggest a single donation per family of $100 to cover the multitude of benefits your children
receive. We understand that each family has their own commitments and must plan each financial outlay
carefully, so all donations, no matter the amount, are gratefully accepted. Remember, your donations enable
activities for the entire student body. And this single donation covers you for the whole year, so (guilt-free!)
you do not have to make further donations. If you are unable to donate funds, we would appreciate your
donation of your precious time to PSFA committees and events, to help us mutually achieve our CHS goals.
We truly thank you for your past assistance, and your continued support of our cherished school. The back of this
letter has a donation form, which can be mailed or sent in with your child to the CHS Main Office. Our
Annual Donation Campaign ends soon, so don’t delay – help our students today!
With our sincere gratitude,
The CHS PSFA
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Parent Student Faculty Association

1740 New Bedford Road, Wall, NJ 07719-3740
CHS.PSFA.org

PSFA ANNUAL DONATION CAMPAIGN 2016-2017
YES! We want to help make the PSFA Annual Campaign a success with our donation ($100 recommended per
family). Enclosed is our check made payable to “CHS PSFA.”
_______________________________________________________
Parent/Family Name (as you’d like it to appear on our Thank-You List)
_______________________________________________________
Student(s) Name and graduation year
$____________________________
Donation Amount
Email Address: ___________________________________ Phone: ______________________________
*Please provide us with your email address so that we may email you a receipt for your tax-deductible donation
and save on mailing costs.
MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM
____ Yes, my employer will (or may) match this gift. NOTE: Parent must request the matching donation forms
from employer; they will then contact us. Please let us know if your employer has agreed to match your gift so
we can follow up as needed. Thank you!
Name of Employer: _______________________________________________________________
Contact Name/Number for Matching Gifts (if applicable): ________________________________

THANK YOU FOR HELPING THE PSFA MAKE OUR BELOVED CHS EVEN BETTER!
Your Annual Donation will make a huge difference to all the students. The deadline for donations is October 21,
2016.
Please complete the Form above, attach your check made payable to “CHS-PSFA” and return both in an
envelope as soon as possible, either by mail or by having your student bring this to the Main Office.
Mailing Address:

CHS PSFA
1740 New Bedford Road
Wall, NJ 07719

_____ In addition to my donation, please contact me for volunteer opportunities
_____ I am unable to give at this time, but please contact me for volunteer opportunities.
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If you are interested in this dynamic position, please email us
at Chs.psfa@gmail.com
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The CHS PSFA is super excited to launch our new Alumni Committee!
We will be sending a mailing/email to all alumni currently on record. This mailing will be sent out by the end of
October and will consist of a newsletter containing an alumni survey and a few alumni profiles. Ideas for a Spring
alumni event are also being discussed.
Please spread the word to your friends, family, and acquaintances that attended CHS! Share your photos, memories,
or information about what you have been up to with us at alumni@chs-psfa.org.

Mark your calendars!
The Annual CHS 3v3
Basketball Tournament
will be on Tuesday, October
25th
beginning at 6pm
in the Wall HS gym

Basketball prowess is not required, just a desire to participate. Open to all CHS students.
The entrance fee is $45 per team ($15 per player).
Teams must be co-ed.
Each team will receive custom designed t-shirts with a special logo.
Permission slip and payment are due by October 9th
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NHS Members Mentor Incoming Freshmen
On the first day of school, each National Honor Society member met with the
freshmen they were paired with in June. Members gave a warm welcome to
their “buddies” and presented them with gift bags, showed them how to open
their lockers and answered questions.
This mentorship process began when the incoming class came to the
Freshman Orientation on April 14th. They were split into groups and had the
opportunity to ask questions of the NHS members. They also had the opportunity
to get to know classmates they would befriend over the next four years.
Over the summer, letters were sent from the NHS members to their
assigned mentees, with contact information and an invitation to ask anything,
whether it be advice, information about the school, or about personal experiences.
Now that the academic year has begun, the NHS members are both friends
and resources to their mentees, ready to share all that the school has to offer.

CHS Cultural Communications Club Activities
The Cultural Communications Club is very excited about our partnership with Allaire Community Farm, a 5013(c) charity, also known as The Little Red Barn with a Big Heart. Located less than 5 minutes away from CHS, it
is the perfect place for the CCC to make our “second home” this year. Club members will be volunteering at
events and utilizing their unique skills to help revamp the farm.
We also adopted a baby cow named Lola to sponsor through the
proceeds of a special sandwich sold once a month at our
Breakfast Sales.
Check out what’s happening with us at the farm in the next
month:
Saturday, October 8th Farm Food Truck Festival 12-6pm
Saturday, October 15th Car Show/Vendor Fair 11am-3pm
Sunday, November 6th Special Needs Family & Friends
Harvest Festival 12-4pm
In September, club members and CHS students attended the Hustle for Hannah 5K at Monmouth Regional High
School in honor of Hannah Duffy, a local girl who passed away from brain cancer. The CCC also held a
successful Saturday morning car wash at Feigus Office Furniture in Wall Twp., and all proceeds benefitted Pick
Your Paw Animal Rescue.
As always, all donations are greatly appreciated, and if you are interested in getting involved in any way, please
contact Caroline Collins at cacollins@ctemc.org. Thank you for your continued support. We are looking forward
to a great year!
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Skills USA Club Fair
The Club Fair was a great success! Check out some fun photos from the event and a list of the CHS Clubs.
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http://chsguidancedept.blogspot.com/

Seniors: I’m sure you know by now that the FAFSA will be available to you on October 1st. Making the FAFSA
available early can work to your advantage:



Your 2015 taxes are already done. Use the IRS Retrieval feature to quickly and easily match with the
FAFSA. This also uncomplicates the need for income verification.
Print your Student Aid Report (SAR) and use the numbers provided with the Net Price Calculator on the
college or university’s website. Take the SAR with you when meeting with representative from the
financial aid office.

For additional information about the early FAFSA and the prior initiative, visit
https://www.nasfaa.org/ppystudents.
Keep an eye on schools that require the CSS Profile: http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile.
The http://www.monmouthcountyscholarships.com site is resource for you, maintained mostly by the career
academy counselors, to keep you informed of local scholarship opportunities.
Transcripts will only be sent to colleges and universities after an application checklist is hand-delivered to the
guidance office.
Sophomores and Juniors: This is a time of testing and college exploration.
The PSAT will be held at CHS on October 19th. Now would be a great time to dust off last year’s score reports
and test booklet and review some of the questions.
SAT dates and ACT dates are available on the guidance blog (http://chsguidancedept.blogspot.com/p/blogpage_93.html and http://chsguidancedept.blogspot.com/p/blog-page_20.html) or the testing organization’s
website.
The New Jersey National College Fair is scheduled for November 1, 2016 in Atlantic City. Go to
http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/FallNCF/Pages/Atlantic-CIty.aspx for additional information or
https://www.gotomyncf.com to register.
The Monmouth County Guidance Directors’ Association will be hosting a college fair at Brookdale Community
College on October 16th from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m in the Collins Arena. Use Parking Lots 1, 6, and 7.
Ranney School will be hosting a spring college fair on April 17th from 7:30 – 9:00 for anyone not ready for the
fall college fairs. Save the date!
Juniors: We will be setting up individual parent meetings starting in November, and we look forward to working
with you and your child as we begin his or her post-secondary journey together.
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We are meeting with our semester one Junior Seminar students and beginning our college planning portfolios.
Thank you (in advance) to the parents who have homework as a result. If you have any questions about
completing the FERPA waiver or what to put on the brag sheets, please reach out to your child’s counselor.
Freshman: We focused on career planning when we met with the first marking period Computer Technologies
(CT) classes. Each student was assigned a Naviance account and completed Do What You Are, a tool to identify
personality types and potential career opportunities. If your child has CT this marking period, please ask them to
show you what they learned.
All Parents: We would like to extend a warm welcome to Katia Barone, our guidance intern from Monmouth
University. She will be working closely with us this semester as she looks forward to working with you and your
children.
Upcoming college visits:

Carol Caruso, 732-681-1010 x 3005
ccaruso@ctemc.org
Sandie Gidos, 732-681-1010 x3004
sgidos@ctemc.org
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CHS is hosting an ACT Catalyst Prep Bootcamp
scheduled for the weekend of

October 15 & 16
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
in time for the October 22, 2016 ACT
Cost for the weekend program is $175.00
Registration is available
through the website www.CatalystPrep.com
or by calling 800-235-0056.
Registration should be completed by October 8th.
More information may be found by emailing info@CatalystPrep.com
Parents may be required to help chaperone the building during the day.
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Parent Student Faculty Association
2016/17 Driver Education Written Test Preparation Course
GOOD NEWS! A Driver Education Theory Class will again be made available at Communications High School.
This program, being coordinated by the PSFA, is available to any student ages 15 and older. The purpose of the
course is to prepare for the DMV written test. Bob Estler, of Just Rite Driving School will instruct students on
basic principles of driving and the rules of the road.
The class will meet at CHS beginning Wednesday, January 25th and will run for ten consecutive Wednesdays
through March 29th 2017 (weather permitting) from 2:30 until 5:30 pm. The cost is $150 (cash or money order).
Students will be responsible for their own transportation home. In addition, a parent chaperone is needed at
each class. Please be prepared to chaperone one class during your student’s session. The schedule for
chaperoning will be pre-arranged. Any student who becomes a discipline problem will be given only one
warning. If the problem continues they will be removed from the class without a refund
This is a theory class only- but enrolled students will also take the written DMV test on the last day of this course,
a new benefit being offered to CHS students through Just Rite Driving School. Each student will receive a
certificate upon successful completion of the class for possible insurance discount purposes. Please note that
insurance discounts vary by individual insurance carriers. Please call your specific insurance company to
determine your specific eligibility. Also, note that ‘behind the wheel’ training is a separate course. Just Rite
Driving School offers six-hour driving instruction at a discount for CHS students also enrolled in driver education
theory. For ‘behind the wheel’ registration, please contact Luanne, of Just Rite Driving School, directly at
732.534.4688.
Please email chs.psfa@gmail.com if you have any questions or need additional information (You may also
contact Just Rite Driving School directly at 732.534.4688). To enroll, please email the following registration info to
chs.psfa@gmail.com. The $150 fee for this course will be collected at the first session.

2016/17 CHS Driver’s Written Test Prep Course

Student Name & Age:
Parent Name:
Street Address:
Email Address:
Parent Phone Number:
Chaperone Phone Number (if different):
Preferences of Chaperone Dates (either preferred or unavailable)
Other information:
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